From Singapore to a World Class

European
University
Where Can You Go and
How Can You Get There?

30+ countries
13500+ study programs
4000+ universities
36 universities ranked
in the world Top 100
These are just some of the impressive
statistics that attract some of the world’s
brightest students to the EU each year. Not
only does Europe act as a hub of academic
excellence and choice, it also provides
students with the opportunity to immerse
themselves in the European way of life — to
learn languages, study along-side students
from around the globe, and be exposed to
1000-year-old cultures with histories rich in
knowledge and inspiration.

What to learn more?
Crimson’s EU University admissions expert,
Mario Sgarrella, has answered ten of the
most frequently asked questions about EU
university admissions. Mario - who speaks
Italian, English, French, Spanish, German
and Mandarin, has built a career in
education after studying in The
Netherlands, France and Italy.
Once you're done with Mario's advice, finish
off by getting a full overview of some of the
highest ranked universities in the EU!
So let’s get started!

01. What are the differences
between Public, Private and
Liberal Arts College style
universities in the EU?
In the highly diversified and fragmented
higher education landscape in Europe, we
can broadly distinguish between public,
private and liberal-arts colleges.
Public universities are usually very large
institutions, offering many programs which
are divided into many faculties. Fees are
usually lower than the private or liberal arts
options (sometimes free for EU citizens)
and most of their programs are offered in
the local language. The trick with knowing
which public university (and courses) to
apply to, is to identify programs of high
quality and repute.
Private universities are popping up all over
Europe, which is why, when considering
which university you should target, it is
important to pay particular attention to
their quality and reputation (including how
selective and competitive these institutions
are.) Overall, private universities have
higher fees than public universities.
Finally, liberal arts college-style universities
are a great alternative if you are undecided
on what subject area you want to pursue.
These institutions offer an academic system
that is very similar to the US Liberal Arts
approach enabling students to experiment
with a variety of course options before
narrowing down on their major area of

study. When looking at where
international students pursue a Liberal
Arts education, the Netherlands’ liberal
arts universities usually attract a highlyinternational student body and have a
college-like atmosphere.
At liberal arts colleges you can choose
your own courses (often majors and
minors, or concentrations), have many
extracurricular opportunities through a
large selection of clubs and can often take
advantage of the on-campus
accommodation! Needless to say, the
admission process to these colleges is
highly competitive and very
comprehensive: it often includes several
rounds of interviews and entry exams.

02. What are examples of some
great universities in these
three categories?
For public universities of great quality, think
of University of Amsterdam (UvA), Aalto
University in Finland and Technical
University of Munich or ETH in Zurich.
Some high-quality private universities
include HEC or ESSEC business schools in
France, Bocconi in Milan, IED design
schools with campuses in Barcelona, Milan,
Florence, Madrid and more.
When considering highly-reputable liberal
arts colleges, some examples include
University College Utrecht, University
College Maastricht, and Vesalius College
Brussels.

03. Given that EU universities
rank highly in the world
university rankings, along-side
those in the US and UK, what
are five key reasons a student
may choose to study at a
European university over their
US or UK counterparts?
There are many answers to this question,
depending on personal choice! But five key
reasons a student may choose an EU
university include:
European universities of high caliber
often represent a great value-formoney option. Fees are comparatively
much lower than universities in the UK
or the US.
Many European universities are rising
in the global rankings and have
established strong global reputations
in specific academic areas — for
example, Leiden University for
economics, SciencesPo in Paris for
political science, ETH or TUM for
engineering.

In Europe, as you start navigating
options to study, you’ll find much more
diversity in terms of teaching
methodology, style of learning,
university sizes and location: in a small
continent there is so much to choose
from!
Studying in Europe means immersing
yourself in century-old cultures, rich in
history and customs. Just by obtaining
a Schengen Visa, you can travel
throughout the continent, exploring
the often changing landscape and
country, all within a 1-hour drive!
European-based study provides you
with the opportunity to study in a
second language — and maybe learn a
third, fourth, fifth …!

04. How do you choose the
best country and university
for you?
Crimson offers support in helping you
discover and choose the best country and
university for your academic profile and
professional aspirations. We first aim to
understand your strengths and
weaknesses, and then we provide the
expertise that enables you to explore all
options. We help you navigate the vast
amount of programs available while
considering things such as: do you want to
study in English or in a local language? Are
you eligible for the top programs? What are
the visa requirements based on your
nationality?
Most importantly, Crimson can help you
consider all elements that will combine to
present you with your ultimate university
experience — such as location, climate, the
university community and teaching
methods and the institution’s philosophy as
a whole.
Key to creating a great application is the
building of a profile that establishes you as
a candidate that stands out above the
thousands of other applicants.
Requirements can be so different from one
university to another, from one study
program to another, making preparing on
your own extremely difficult. At Crimson we
offer a full-service option - providing
guidance and support in EVERY aspect of
the application process.

05. What is involved in the
EU university application
process?
Selecting the best program for your profile
and for your dream career is where you
need to start. This is more important than
in the UK and the US, as the EU system is
fragmented and every program has its own
requirements.
After you have decided on which programs
to target, your Crimson tutors, strategists
and mentors can then help you focus on
your application(s). Every program, every
university, and every country will have
different processes, procedures, timelines
and application components. There is no
one-size fits all.

06. How do I build my
application profile?
Depending on the program and
university(ies) you apply to, there are going
to be different application requirements
and processes.
For each, you need to prepare and build
your profile in a different way. For one
highly-selective program, you may need to
prepare a portfolio, a CV, motival and
recommendation letters, and prepare for
interviews and entry exams. For others, you
need to provide much more academic
details and prepare for internationallyrecognized exams (SAT, ACT) or degreespecific aptitude tests (e.g. IMAT for
medicine).

07. Are there opportunities to
study dual degrees in the EU?
One of the best things about studying in
Europe, is the opportunity to move
between countries, and have the
opportunity to undertake exchange and
dual-degree programs.

For example, some top colleges in Europe
have campuses in several countries.
Students at the ESCP Business school can
study in London, Paris, Beijing, Berlin … 3
countries in 3 years!
Some top universities also have exchange
opportunities with world-renowned
universities: EDHEC for example allows you
to do a year at UCLA in Los Angeles and
one at NTU in Singapore.
Others have exclusive Dual Degrees with
partner universities. For example,
SciencePo partners with Columbia
University, UC Berkeley and the UK’s UCL
making it possible for students to obtain a
dual degree from two of the top
universities in the world!
Remember: these represent some of the
best, most competitive and selective
university programs the world has to offer
which means the application rate is high
and the admission rate low. This highlights
the need for a clear application strategy
and guidance on how to stand out from the
competition.

08. Can a student apply to
universities in the US, UK
and the EU?
Absolutely! In fact Crimson can support you
in your application(s) to universities in all
three regions. However, universities in each
region have their own requirements and
processes, so it is important to prepare well
in advance and take note of application
deadlines. At Crimson we provide each
student with a personalised timeline so
that all boxes are ticked on time with a
minimum of stress, and an eye to making
each application as perfect as possible. This
is why our students’ acceptance rates to
world leading universities are now 400%
higher than those of the general applicant.

09. How does Crimson support
students in their EU university
application process?
Once you have narrowed down on your
dream European university options,
Crimson can support and guide you step by
step. We build a team of subject matter
experts to help you develop your candidacy
and prepare for all the elements of the
application. This involves teaming you with
a carefully selected group of tutors and
mentors who will work together to provide
you with the best possible chance of
gaining admission to your dream
university(ies). This often involves students
working with alumni from the very
universities they aspire to attend - mentors
and tutors who have sat the entrance
exams, attended the interviews, built the
applications and gained admission to the
universities themselves.

10. Do you have any words of
advice for students
interested in studying in the
EU?
Take your time! Don’t apply last minute.
Too many students think that Europe is a
“back-up choice”. But that’s not true. To
gain access to the best programs in Europe,
you need the same preparation and time
you would take applying to Oxford or
Harvard, with the same dedication and
commitment. The best programs are
becoming more and more competitive
every single day - which makes getting the
right support all the more important.
In closing, we’d like to congratulate you on
having the dream in the first place. Europe
is waiting — let’s see what you can do!

Book my consult
Speak to a Crimson expert on how we can
help you on your journey to your dream
university in the EU!

The highest ranked universities in Europe!

In the Times Higher Education 2021
World University Rankings, 36% of the
top 100 universities worldwide were in
Europe or the UK. Some of these
universities far out performed even top
Ivy League universities in teaching,
research, knowledge transfer and
international outlook, demonstrating
the world-class calibre of education
offered at European universities.
While some of these universities require
proficiency in a European language, a
large number of competitive
universities teach specific
undergraduate classes entirely in
English. Read about some of these high
performers in this guide - and take the
first step towards a world-class
education in Europe!

The highest ranked EU
universities in 2020
University of
Heidelberg
Founded in 1386 Heidelberg University is the
oldest higher education institution in
Germany. The University has 12 faculties and
comprises three major campuses spread
across the city: the humanities, the natural
sciences and medicine, and the social
sciences. With over 130 countries
represented in its student body, it is also
highly diverse and multicultural.
Located in Heidelberg, a UNESCO City of
Literature, it is no surprise that the University
prides itself on its humanities courses. The
University Library is the main library of the
university, and is Germany's most frequently
used library. Today, it holds more than 3.2
million books and about 500,000 other
media such as microfilms and video tapes, as
well as more than 10,000 scientific
periodicals.
As of 2020, seven Nobel laureates were
affiliated with the University of Heidelberg.
Other notable alumni include a President of
the International Court of Justice, two
Presidents of the European Court of Human
Rights, a President of the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, a Vice
President of the International Criminal Court
and an Advocate General at the European
Court of Justice.

The university is
also ranked as the:
7th best university in the world for
Radiology, Nuclear Medicine and
Medical Imaging: U.S News 2021 Global
University Subject Rankings
12th best university in Europe: Times
Higher Education 2021 World
University Rankings

42nd best university in the world:
Times Higher Education 2021 World
University Rankings

École polytechnique
fédérale de Lausanne
(EPFL)
École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne
(EPFL) is a research institute and university
located in Lausanne, Switzerland. As one of
the two Swiss Federal Institutes of
Technology, EPFL has three main missions:
education, research and technology transfer.
It is home to the CROCUS nuclear reactor, a
Tokamak Fusion reactor, a Blue Gene/Q
Supercomputer and P3 bio-hazard facilities.
Moreover, with students, professors and
collaborators of over 120 nationalities, EPFL is
also one of Europe’s most cosmopolitan
universities. EPFL’s undergraduate courses
taught in English include degrees in
engineering, life sciences, computer science,
and environmental science.
EPFL’s strong commitment to science and
research is exemplified by the fact that it has
over 370 laboratories and that 8% of EPFL
professors are some of most cited in the
world.
Notable alumni of EPFL include Jacques
Dubochet, winner of the 2017 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry, and chess grandmaster Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave.

The university is
also ranked as the:
9th best university in the world for both
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering:
U.S News 2021 Global University
Subject Rankings
13th best university in Europe: Times
Higher Education 2021 World
University Rankings
43rd best university in the world: Times
Higher Education 2021 World
University Rankings

University of
Amsterdam
Located in central Amsterdam, the University
of Amsterdam is one of the largest research
universities in Europe with over 30,000
students, 6000 staff and 3000 PhD
candidates.
With over 100 nationalities represented, the
University of Amsterdam also boasts a
diverse and international learning
environment.
The university has seven faculties:
Humanities, Social and Behavioural Sciences,
Economics and Business, Science, Law,
Medicine, Dentistry.
Undergraduate degrees offered in English
include those in the social sciences,
economics and business, languages and area
studies, health and development, law, and
the sciences.
With its strong focus on the sciences and the
humanities, it is no surprise that the
university is home to no less than five
museums, including the Allard Pierson
Museum, which houses antiquities from
Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, the Near
East, and central Italy and the Museum
Vrolik, which houses anatomical, zoological
and teratological specimens.
Notable alumni of the University of
Amsterdam include several Nobel laureates
and Spinoza Prize winners, including the
physicist Johannes Diderik van der Waals
who won the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1910.

The university is
also ranked as the:
10th best university in the world for
Psychiatry/Psychology: U.S News 2021
Global University Subject Rankings

18th best university in Europe:
Times Higher Education 2021
World University Rankings
66th best university in the world:
Times Higher Education 2021 World
University Rankings

Leiden University
Founded in 1575 Leiden University is the
oldest higher education institute in the
Netherlands. It comprises seven faculties in
the arts, sciences and social sciences, and is
home to 28,100 students from 120 different
countries, contributing to its international
and inclusive student outlook.
With its emphasis on the social sciences,
Leiden has a rich history of academic
research and knowledge transfer. Leiden has
produced 21 Spinoza Prize winners (the
highest accolades awarded in Dutch
science), as well as 16 Nobel Prize Winners,
including Enrico Fermi.
Notable Leiden alumni also include
members of the Dutch royal family, as well as
former Secretary General of NATO Professor
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer and current Dutch
Prime Minister Mark Rutte. Even Winston
Churchill was an honorary degree recipient
of Leiden University!
In more recent times, the university works
closely with the Leiden Bio Science Park, the
most prestigious life sciences cluster in the
Netherlands and one of the most successful
science parks in Europe.
Albert Einstein was also a visiting professor at
Leiden. Undergraduate classes taught in
English at Leiden include degrees in the
humanities, including Political Science,
Psychology, International Relations, Security
Studies and Linguistics.

The university is
also ranked as the:
7th best university in the world for
Space Science: U.S News 2021 Global
University Subject Rankings

19th best university in Europe: Times
Higher Education 2021 World
University Rankings
70th best university in the world:
Times Higher Education 2021 World
University Rankings

Erasmus University
Rotterdam
Located in the Netherlands in the city of
Rotterdam, Erasmus University is known
for embodying a truly international
learning environment.
The university comprises 5000
international students (20% of the entire
student body), with 40-60% of its students
enrolled in English-taught programs
coming from outside the Netherlands.
Erasmus’ undergraduate degrees taught in
English include those in Economics,
Business, History, Arts and Sciences and
more.
With a strong focus on the social sciences
and clinical health, it is no surprise that
Erasmus counts several Spinoza Prize
winners among their alumni, as well as one
Nobel Laureate.

The university is
also ranked as the:
11th best university in the world for
Economics and Business: U.S News
2021 Global University Subject
Rankings
20th best university in Europe:
Times Higher Education 2021
World University Rankings
72nd best university in the world:
Times Higher Education 2021
World University Rankings

Make your dreams of studying
in Europe possible with

Crimson
Education
Who We Are
Crimson Education is an education
consulting company that helps
students around the world get into
their best-fit universities by creating
personalized teams comprised of the
top tutors, mentors, and admissions
experts.
Our one-on-one sessions ensure that
Crimson students get the support they
need to stand out in today’s highly
competitive college admissions race.

Our Services
Crimson’s bespoke services help you to achieve your educational aims.

Admissions
Consulting

Career and
Mentoring

Standardized
Test Tutoring

Extracurricular
and Leadership

Merit & Need
Based Scholarships

Sports
Recruitment

Our Results

269

99

1,400+

600+

Offers to
the Ivy league

Offers to Oxford
and Cambridge

Offers to US
Top 50 universities

Offers to the UK
Top 10 universities

Why Crimson?
Our Network

2400+
2,400 expert tutors,
mentors, and strategists
located around the world

The Crimson Team includes alumni
from top 25 universities in over 20
offices around the world

Our elite board of advisors and
sponsors include prestigious influencers
at the top of their chosen industry

Our Methodology
One-On-One Mentoring

Roadmaps

Resources

We provide our students with
personalized one-on-one
programs, with the best tutors
and mentors from around the
world. Our advice is tailored for
each individual student!

Each student will receive a
fully-personalized program
with a roadmap that outlines
every detail of the college
admission process.

We believe in giving students and
parents around the world access
to vital information. We have the
largest YouTube channel of any
educational company that depicts
college life and answers all of your
big questions!

Crimson App

Video Based

Personality Test

Each Crimson student is
onboarded to our mobile &
web app, where students
can book sessions and view
their tailored timetable of
customized tasks.

Crimson students are able
to connect anywhere in
the world with their team
through our video-based
mentoring.

We utilize psychometrics to pair
each student with a team that is
optimized to his/her interests and
learning style! Our test was
developed from one of the most
well-known data scientists in the
world, Galen Buckwalter.

Our Technology

Ready to
Learn More?
Find out more about Crimson’s
university admission support:

Book my consult

CRIMSONEDUCATION.ORG

info@crimsoneducation.org

Crimsoneducation.org

Crimsoneducation

